[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\Bill\Pictures\New Website Pics\handoutlogo.jpg]

SIMPLE STEPS TO SUCCESS FROM THE FIRST DAY

In addition to “Who rules the Roost?” here are a few other tips to get you off to a good start.  This list is ever changing as I come across new things that work and are fun!

1. Remember to take inventory.  Make a list of everything you want from your dog and then 
everything you don’t.  Remember to AIM HIGH!  150 vocabulary words in one year!

2. Keep a list of your dogs vocabulary words handy so everyone can refer to it.  Make sure everyone uses the SAME WORD to mean the SAME THING.

3. AVOID the word NO~  Replace No with what your dog SHOULD be doing

4. DO NOT let your dog practice unwanted behaviors.  If we take away their ability to practice them, they will STOP for GOOD!

5. Find your dog’s “BUTTONS.”  What turns them on? What turns them off?  Touch?, Voice? Food?

6. Vary your dogs rewards.  Find things that are important to THEM and use them as a motivator

7. SAY YOUR DOG’S NAME ONLY ONCE TO GET THEIR ATTENTION!

8. SAY YOUR DOG’S NAME ONLY ONCE TO GET THEIR ATTENTION!  (YES, repeated twice for impact)

9. Have a clear vision in your head of you and your dog having success!

10. Take responsibility for what you put into your dog’s body – Understand why (food, vaccines, etc.)

11. Make a commitment to giving your dog the RIGHT amount of exercise

12. Remember that your dog can’t speak for him/herself.  You need to be their advocates in public, at the vets, groomers, training classes, etc…Never feel that you can’t ask questions or challenge an opinion.

13. LOVE your dogs:  Every day! Uncontrollably!  Passionately and whole heartedly!
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